
Cherwell District Wildlife Site selection form 

 

Site Name: The Slade Site code: 43H01 

Survey date(s): 3rd July 2015 Grid ref: SP425355 

Permission to survey: Yes 

 

1.Wildlife Value Criteria 

Criterion Description of site attributes that relate to this criterion Criterion 

met 

1A. 

Naturalness  

Lowland fen, Wet Woodland and Lowland mixed deciduous woodland ✓ 

1B. Rare or 

exceptional 

features  

Wet woodland is considered a rare habitat 

Protected and notable species records 

Taxon Group Taxon Name Common Name Status 
Last 
Year 

Amphibians Bufo bufo Common Toad 
WACA-Sch5-s9.5a 
NERC-S41 1986 

Amphibians Rana temporaria Common Frog 
HabDir-A5 
WACA-Sch5-s9.5a 2003 

Birds Alauda arvensis Skylark NERC-S41; Bird-Red 1985 

Birds Anas platyrhynchos Mallard Bird-Amber 2008 

Birds Apus apus Swift Bird-Amber 1986 

Birds 
Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus Black-headed Gull Bird-Amber 2009 

Birds Columba oenas Stock Dove Bird-Amber 2007 

Birds Cuculus canorus Cuckoo NERC-S41; Bird-Red 1985 

Birds Cygnus olor Mute Swan Bird-Amber 1986 

Birds Delichon urbicum House Martin Bird-Amber 1986 

Birds Dendrocopos minor 
Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker NERC-S41; Bird-Red 1985 

Birds Emberiza citrinella Yellowhammer NERC-S41; Bird-Red 1986 

Birds Emberiza schoeniclus Reed Bunting NERC-S41; Bird-Amber 1986 

Birds Falco tinnunculus Kestrel Bird-Amber 2007 

Birds Gallinago gallinago Snipe Bird-Amber 2009 

Birds Lanius collurio Red-backed Shrike 
BirdsDir-A1; WACA-
Sch1-p1; Bird-Red 1986 

Birds Larus argentatus Herring Gull NERC-S41; Bird-Red 2009 

Birds Lullula arborea Woodlark 
BirdsDir-A1; WACA-
Sch1-p1; NERC-S41 2009 

Birds Milvus milvus Red Kite 

BirdsDir-A1;  
WACA-Sch1-p1 
RL-Global-post2001-NT 2009 

Birds Motacilla cinerea Grey Wagtail Bird-Red 1986 

Birds Motacilla flava Yellow Wagtail NERC-S41; Bird-Red 1986 

Birds Passer domesticus House Sparrow NERC-S41; Bird-Red 2007 

Birds Phylloscopus trochilus Willow Warbler Bird-Amber 1986 

Birds Poecile palustris Marsh Tit NERC-S41; Bird-Red 2009 

Birds Prunella modularis Dunnock NERC-S41; Bird-Amber 2008 

Birds Pyrrhula pyrrhula Bullfinch NERC-S41; Bird-Amber 2009 

✓ for wet 

woodland 



Birds Scolopax rusticola Woodcock Bird-Red 1985 

Birds Streptopelia turtur Turtle Dove NERC-S41; Bird-Red 1984 

Birds Strix aluco Tawny Owl Bird-Amber 1986 

Birds Sturnus vulgaris Starling NERC-S41; Bird-Red 1986 

Birds Turdus iliacus Redwing 
WACA-Sch1-p1; Bird-
Red 2009 

Birds Turdus philomelos Song Thrush NERC-S41; Bird-Red 2003 

Birds Turdus pilaris Fieldfare 
WACA-Sch1-p1 
Bird-Red 2009 

Birds Turdus viscivorus Mistle Thrush Bird-Red 2003 

Birds Vanellus vanellus Lapwing NERC-S41; Bird-Red 1986 

Higher Plants 
Hyacinthoides non-
scripta Bluebell WACA-Sch8 2015 

Higher Plants  Plantago media Hoary Plantain RL-Eng-post2001-NT 1986 

Higher Plants Potentilla erecta Tormentil RL-Eng-post2001-NT 1985 

Higher Plants Silene flos-cuculi Ragged-Robin RL-Eng-post2001-NT 2015 

Higher Plants Valeriana officinalis Common Valerian RL-Eng-post2001-NT 2015 

Invertebrates 
- Butterflies 

Coenonympha 
pamphilus Small Heath 

NERC-S41 
RL-GB-post2001-NT 1986 

Invertebrates 
- Butterflies Lasiommata megera Wall 

NERC-S41 
RL-GB-post2001-NT 1984 

Invertebrates 
- Molluscs Arion (Arion) ater Large Black Slug RL-GB-post2001-DD 1993 

Invertebrates 
- Moths Amphipyra tragopoginis Mouse Moth NERC-S41 1991 

Invertebrates 
- Moths Caradrina morpheus Mottled Rustic NERC-S41 1986 

Invertebrates 
- Moths Ecliptopera silaceata Small Phoenix NERC-S41 1986 

Invertebrates 
- Moths Ennomos erosaria September Thorn NERC-S41 1991 

Invertebrates 
- Moths Hepialus humuli Ghost Moth NERC-S41 1986 

Invertebrates 
- Moths Hydraecia micacea Rosy Rustic NERC-S41 2004 

Invertebrates 
- Moths Melanchra persicariae Dot Moth NERC-S41 1986 

Invertebrates 
- Moths Spilosoma lutea Buff Ermine NERC-S41 1986 

Invertebrates 
- Moths Timandra comae Blood-vein NERC-S41 1986 

Invertebrates 
- Moths Watsonalla binaria Oak Hook-tip NERC-S41 1991 

Mammals - 
Terrestrial Myotis daubentonii Daubenton's Bat 

HabDir-A4; HabReg-
Sch2, WACA-Sch5-
s9.4b/s9.4c/s9.5a/s9.5b 2003 

Mammals - 
Terrestrial  Myotis mystacinus Whiskered Bat 

HabDir-A4; HabReg-
Sch2, WACA-Sch5-
s9.4b/s9.4c/s9.5a/s9.5b 2002 

Mammals - 
Terrestrial  Pipistrellus pipistrellus Common Pipistrelle 

HabDir-A4; HabReg-
Sch2, WACA-Sch5-
s9.4b/s9.4c/s9.5a/s9.5b 2004 

Mammals - 
Terrestrial  Pipistrellus pygmaeus Soprano Pipistrelle 

HabDir-A4; HabReg-
Sch2, WACA-Sch5-
s9.4b/s9.4c/s9.5a/s9.5b 
NERC-S41 2002 

Mammals - 
Terrestrial  Lepus europaeus Brown Hare NERC-S41 1986 

Mammals - 
Terrestrial Meles meles Eurasian Badger Badgers-1992 2003 

Reptiles Natrix helvetica Grass Snake 
WACA-Sch5-s9.1k/s9.5a 
NERC-S41 1986 

 

1C. Size or 

extent of 

The site covers 2.1 ha, with approximately 0.4 ha of lowland fen, 0.7 ha wet x 



features  woodland and 0.8 ha of lowland mixed deciduous woodland.  

This falls just below the threshold size for wet woodland (0.9ha) 

1D. 

Diversity  

There are 15 species typical of lowland fen communities and 14 species typical 
of woodland. This represents a good range of typical plant species for fen and a 
moderate number for woodland. This level of diversity is close to the level 
accepted as significant for LWS. 

Additional evidence for diversity is indicated by the range of birds previously 
recorded but many records are old. 

Typical species of woodland  

Ancient Woodlands 

Taxon Group Taxon Name Common Name 1970 1977 1984 2015 

Higher Plants Populus tremula Aspen       x 

Higher Plants Elymus caninus Bearded couch       x 

Higher Plants 
Hyacinthoides non-
scripta 

Bluebell       x 

Higher Plants Vicia sepium Bush vetch x x x x 

Higher Plants Malus sylvestris Crab apple x x x x 

Higher Plants Rosa arvensis Field rose x   x x 

Higher Plants Ranunculus auricomus Goldilocks buttercup x   x   

Higher Plants Viburnum opulus Guelder rose x x x x 

Higher Plants Bromopsis ramosa Hairy brome x x x x 

Higher Plants Ilex aquifolium Holly x   x x 

Higher Plants Cardamine amara Large bitter-cress   x     

Higher Plants Conopodium majus Pignut       x 

Higher Plants Ribes rubrum Red currant       x 

Higher Plants Moehringia trinervia 
Three-veined 

sandwort 
x   x x 

Higher Plants 
Hypericum 
androsaemum 

Tutsan       x 

Higher Plants Poa nemoralis Wood meadow-grass   x     

Total     8 6 8 13 

 

Typical species of wetland 

Lowland Fen 

Taxon Group Taxon Name Common Name 1970 1977 1984 1985 2015 

Higher Plants Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet x x x x x 

Higher Plants Veronica beccabunga Brooklime x x x x x 

Higher Plants Galium palustre 
Common marsh 

bedstraw 
x   x   x 

Higher Plants Vicia sativa Common vetch   x       

Higher Plants Galium uliginosum Fen bedstraw   x       

Higher Plants Glyceria fluitans Floating Sweet-grass x   x     

Higher Plants Apium nodiflorum Fools watercress x x x x x 

Higher Plants Epilobium hirsutum Great willowherb x x x x x 

Higher Plants Lotus pedunculatus 
Greater Birds-foot-

trefoil 
  x     x 

Higher Plants Calystegia sepium Hedge bindweed     x x x 

Higher Plants Berula erecta Lesser water parsnip         x 

Higher Plants Caltha palustris Marsh marigold x x x x x 

Higher Plants Cirsium palustre Marsh thistle x x x   x 

Higher Plants Cirsium dissectum Meadow thistle     x     

Higher Plants Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet x x x x x 

Higher Plants Molinia caerulea Purple moor-grass     x     

Higher Plants Lychnis flos-cuculi Ragged robin x x x x x 

✓ 



Higher Plants Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-Grass x x x     

Higher Plants Glyceria maxima Reed Sweet-grass         x 

Higher Plants Potentilla erecta Tormentil       x   

Higher Plants Mentha aquatica Water mint x x x   x 

Higher Plants 
Rorippa nasturtium-
aquaticum 

Water-cress x   x     

Higher Plants Angelica sylvestris Wild angelica x x x x x 

Total     14 14 17 10 15 

   

1E. 

Connectivity 

within the 

landscape 

The site is quite isolated in a predominantly arable landscape, with residential 

development at Bloxham to the east.   

x 

1F. Fragility The site is not included on the ancient woodland inventory. Secondary woodland 

is generally considered a robust habitat but management is needed to maintain 

open areas of the site. 

x 

 

2. Access to nature & education value criteria 

2A. Naturalness (Semi-

natural habitat including 

non-priority habitat) 

 n/a 

2B. Value for appreciation 

of nature  

There is good access with a path around the site.   ✓ 

2C. Value for learning The site has been used for educational visits. Sue Marchand 

has recent examples of specific education events.  

✓ 

2D. Recorded history and 

cultural associations 

There were previous surveys in 1986, 1991 (moths), 2002 
(butterflies and bats), 2003 (birds and mammals), 2004 (birds 
and moths), 2007 (birds and butterflies), 2008 (birds), 2009 
(birds).  

The site used to be a BBOWT reserve. 

✓ 

Does the site qualify 

for selection?  

Sites should be selected where they meet -  

• Criteria 1A and at least one of - 1C, 1D, 1E, 1F, 2B, 2C, or 2D; or 

• Criteria 1B; or 

• Criteria 2A and at least one of 2B, 2C, or 2D 

YES 

Comments The site meets criteria 1A, 1B, 1D, 2B, 2C and 2D. It is accepted as a 
Cherwell District Wildlife Site.  

 

 

 


